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Ms. JD CELEBRATES 6 YEARS WITH NEW LEADERSHIP 

 
After half a decade online and on campus, Ms. JD’s founders make way for new leadership.  

 
Ms. JD, a student-founded nonprofit that supports women in law school and the legal profession, celebrates 
its 6th birthday this month. The organization, which began as a law school blog, now boasts a nationwide 
network of campus chapters, the largest readership of any blog of its kind, and an array of other programs 
including an international scholarship fund and the largest online directory of scholarship and resources for 
and about women in law.  
 
In addition to celebrating these achievements, Ms. JD’s community is also wishing the two remaining 
founding members on its Board of Directors a fond farewell. Inaugural board President Elizabeth Pederson 
and CFO Karen Deschaine Hernandez are both stepping off the board after 6 busy and rewarding years. 
“The mission of Ms. JD has always been to serve law students and recent graduates.  Nearly five years into 
our own legal careers, we are proud to leave the Ms. JD Board of Directors in the capable hands of the next 
generation of current law students and recent graduates,” said the two departing founders.  
 
President-elect Katherine Larkin-Wong has been a volunteer and active member of Ms. JD’s community 
since her days as a law student at Northwestern and said, “At each step along the way, Ms. JD has provided 
unparalleled support and advice. I am excited to be a part of providing these same opportunities to the next 
generation of women lawyers.” Larkin-Wong is joined in her new role by new National Women Law Student 
Organization Coordinator Connie Lam (Cornell ’13), new CFO Sheila Forjuoh (UT ’13), and new board 
members Courtney Gabbarra (MSU ’12), Jamie Bence (Catholic ’13), and Tanya Fallerio (GGU ’12).  
 
These two generations of Ms. JD leadership will celebrate Ms. JD’s continued success together at Ms. JD’s 5th 
Annual Conference on Women in Law: She Leads, on October 5th, 2012, in Washington, D.C. 
 
About Ms. JD 
	  
Ms. JD is a nonprofit, nonpartisan community dedicated to advancing women in the legal profession.  
Founded by law students from 12 schools in 2006, Ms. JD hosts an online forum for women in all areas of 
law.  Contributors are dedicated to reinforcing and expanding the representation of women in law school and 
the legal profession. In addition to maintaining content at ms-jd.org, Ms. JD funds two annual scholarship 
programs, administers an online library of resources and research on women in the profession, hosts an 
annual conference for women in the law, conducts original research on the representation of women in law 
firm partnerships and in leadership positions on law school campuses, and supports over 70 law school 
student organizations that form Ms. JD’s National Women Law Students’ Organization.   
 
More information about Ms. JD’s mission and work can be found on Ms. JD’s website www.ms-jd.org.  


