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Courtney Gabbara and Bridget Shaheen both worked as Assistant Directors of Admission at
Michigan State University College of Law and are recent graduates of the Law College. Having
met in law school through Moot Court, both women have found a long lasting friendship based
on their future career interests, laughter, and love of nachos. Bridget graduated from Saint
Xavier University with a Bachelor of Arts in Criminal Justice and has actively pursued her
interests in family and criminal law. She is originally from Chicago, Illinois and enjoys college
football, specifically Notre Dame (Go Irish!), reading, and country music. Courtney earned her
Bachelor of Science in Psychology from Michigan State University and has been a Ms. JD
Board Member since April of 2011. Her hobbies include scrapbooking, running Warrior Dash,
and cooking.
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Hello from Ms. JD:H¶UHPDNLQJit our goal at Ms. JD to help more women get into the law
school of their dreams, and so starting now, Ms. JD is going to take you step-by-step through
the law school application process, from deciding whether law school is right for you to deciding
which school best fits your needs and everything in between!
Each section will explore different phases of the pre-law process. We will begin by going over
VWHSV\RXFDQWDNHWRIDPLOLDUL]H\RXUVHOIZLWKZKDWEHLQJDUHDOODZ\HULVDOODERXW KLQWLW¶VQRW
quite like what you see on TV!). Next, we will help you weigh the pros and cons of whether law
school is right for you. We will talk openly about the fun, the financial commitment, the job
prospects and more. In short, we will talk about the good, the bad, and the sometimes ugly that
is the reality of attending law school. %\WKHWLPHZH¶UHGRQH\RX¶OOKDYHDOORIWKHLQIRUPDWLRQ
you need to feel good about deciding if law school is the place for you.
Once you have committed to your decision of attending law school, it is our hope that we will be
able to assist you in becoming a stronger applicant. To do this, we will talk about how you can
highlight your strengths throughout your resume, personal statement, letters of
recommendation, and more. We will even tackle the dreaded LSAT and provide you with tips for
not just making it through, but shining! You will find that the theme throughout our guide will be
to help you feel comfortable being proactive when exploring a law school and its application
requirements. Regardless, following our tips will help make your application stronger. Once
\RX¶YHVXEPLWWHGZKDWVKRXOGEHDSROLVKHGDSSOLFDWLRQZH¶UHJRLQJWRGLVFXVVWKLQJVWR
consider when choosing a law school and how to prepare for the next three years.
Having been in your shoes ourselves (applied to law school, gone to law school, and working for
a law school we have come to know and love), our motivation stems from the idea of helping
students avoid the ups and downs of the application process that we experienced. Essentially,
ZHFRPHIURPDSODFHRI³LIZHRQO\NQHZWKHQZKDWZHNQRZQRZ´DQGKRZZHFDQXVHZKDW

!

$!

we have learned during our time as Assistant Directors of Admission to assist you. Our goal
during the next several weeks is to help you make educated decisions every step of the way
throughout the pre-law process. To do this, we will not only pull from our own experiences, but
from the experiences of those we have counseled in the past, as well as perspectives from
other experts in the admissions field.
Overall, we hope that you find this guide to be a useful tool during your exploration of attending
law school. We always welcome comments and questions and hope that you join us regularly
on the Ms. JD blog as we continue to provide pre-law resources.!
Photo courtesy of Michigan Law

!

!

%!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

³<RX¶UHRXWRIRUGHU<RX¶UHRXWRIRUGHU7KHZKROHWULDOLVRXWRIRUGHU´²And Justice for All
³<RXZDQWWKHWUXWK"<RXFDQ¶WKDQGOHWKHWUXWK´² A Few Good Men
Sound familiar? It never ceases to amaze us how the media, TV shows, movies and literature
portray lawyers. However, the everyday person and people like yourself considering law school
often do not realize what being a real lawyer is all about. How the media portrays lawyers and
FDQMDGHWKHSXEOLF¶VYLHZRIZKDWUHDO³ODZ\HULQJ´LV
2XUJRDOLVWRHQVXUHWKDW\RXDUHEHLQJVPDUWDQGVDYY\³FRQVXPHUV´%\UHviewing the falsities
shown in a handful of popular TV shows, we are going to break down some of the common
media stereotypes and misconceptions about the legal profession. In highlighting these
differences, we will provide you with a more realistic understanding of what the legal profession
is all about. Going to law school is an investment in your future that should not be taken lightly,
which is why it is important for you to do your research before investing your time, money and
resources.
To get started, we will take a look at a few myths put forward by several popular TV shows
about lawyers and then take a look at some cold, hard facts that demonstrate the reality of the
legal profession and market. (Like any good lawyer, we are going to insert a disclaimer here: No
LQGLYLGXDO¶VOHJDOSUDFWLFHORRNVH[DFWO\WKHVDPH,IWKHUHLVDSDUWLFXODUDUHDRIWKHODZWKDW\RX
WKLQN\RX¶GOLNHWRSUDFWLFHLQEHVXUHWRGR\RXUUHVHDUFK:H¶OOJLYH\RXWLSVIRUKRZWRGRWKDW
in a later post in this series.)
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/X&='#<&YB%'&V#+&?!
All attorneys spend their careers litigating in a courtroom. This myth is perpetuated by shows
like Law & Order and Boston Legal, where almost every episode ends with the jury delivering a
verdict in favor of our beloved TV character. In the small span of an hour (well, more like 45
minutes with commercials) there is typically a murder, an investigation, and a trial with Jack
McCoy delivering a gut-wrenching closing argument resulting in a verdict of guilty.!
Truth: More than 90 percent of criminal and civil cases are resolved without ever going to trial.
You may be surprised to learn that the majority of cases, civil and criminal alike, do not end in
trial. In reality, most defendants in criminal cases will plead guilty (often in return for being
charged with a lesser crime, resulting in less jail time) while in civil cases, a settlement will be
reached out of court through an alternative dispute resolution method like mediation or
arbitration. For some would-be lawyers, this may take away the glitz and glamour of being an
attorney. Nevertheless, it is the rare attorney whose daily job requires her to cross examine a
ZLWQHVVRU³WKURZWKHERRN´DWVRPHRQH!

/X&='#<&YB%'&V#+&@!
All attorneys make six-figure salaries. Almost every attorney-based TV show is
premised around the young, charming attorney PDNLQJVRPXFKPRQH\WKH\GRQ¶WNQRZZKDWWR
do with it.!
Truth: The salaries earned by recent law school graduates are on a downward trend.
7RGD\¶VODZVFKRROJUDGXDWHVDUH not seeing the six-figure salaries once promised to them just
IRUPDNLQJLWWKURXJKODZVFKRRO,QDODZVFKRROJUDGXDWH¶VVWDUWLQJVDODU\VDZD 13
percent decrease compared to 2009 graduates. Couple this with another startling fact: more and
more law school graduates are struggling to find work.!
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/X&='#<&YB%'&V#+&.!
:KHQ\RX¶UHDODZ\HU\RXJHWWRPDNH\RXURZQUXOHV0RUHWKDQHYHU79¶VSRUWUD\al of legal
practitioners in America is becoming an office playland full of romance and fun with a small side
of legal work, similar to what can be found on shows like Franklin & Bash.!
Truth: /DZ\HUVDUHKHOGWRDYHU\VWULFWFRGHRIFRQGXFWWKDWLVPRQLWRUHGE\HDFKVWDWH¶V
respective Attorney Discipline Board Commission. Unlike shows like Boston Legal that portray
being a lawyer as all cigars, alcohol and romance with clients, almost every state has a code of
professional responsibility that attorneys must adhere to, and most have a provision strictly
prohibiting a sexual relationship with a client. Not adhering to these rules of professional
conduct could result in discipline, license suspension, or even becoming disbarred.!

/X&='#<&YB%'&V#+&,!
Women are just as likely to climb the legal food chain as men are. Shows like Drop
Dead Diva and The Good Wife often portray women in the legal profession DV³PDNLQJLW´%\
increasing the number of leading ladies, a false comfort is given to the public about equality
within the legal job market.!
Truth: Women are still struggling to find equal footing to men within the profession.
Although women have come a long way, we are still not reaching our maximum potential in the
legal world. Currently, women only account for 33 percent of lawyers in the United States,
despite being about 50 percent of our law school classes. Female practitioners seem to
be earning entry level jobs, but are failing to reach equity partner at the same rates as men.
And, similar to our counterparts in business, women in law are not occupying our equivalent of
the c-suite in as high of a number as men. In fact, women have been stuck at no more than 16
percent of equity partners for over 10 years.
This unrealistic portrayal of attorneys gives everyone false hopes and expectations about what
attorneys are able to do, but like it or not, the public and your future clients each have their idea
of what an attorney is. Whether it be a negative or a positive stereotype, as an attorney you
must provide competent and diligent representation no matter what, even if it means foregoing
the glitz and glamour of a trial in the courtroom or a big, expensive car.
If your idea of what your life as an attorney might be like is based off of a television show, we
strongly encourage you to do your research. The truth is attorneys take on many roles during
their careers. Lawyers are evaluators, advisors, advocates and counselors. They are relied
upon for guidance and advice ² an attorney is someone who a client trusts and confides in. As
a lawyer, you have a responsiELOLW\WR\RXUFOLHQWWRDOZD\VDFWDFFRUGLQJWR\RXUFOLHQW¶VEHVW
interest.
As glamorous as it is to imagine ourselves becoming big shot attorneys with unlimited bank
accounts and a quick wit, good sense requires that you consider the reality of the legal market
today. Smoke and mirrors aside, evaluate your goals and decide if law school is still right for
you.
Now that you know what real lawyering LVQ¶W, we will next discuss steps you can take to get first
hand knowledge into what being a real lawyer is all about!
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To be or not to be «DODZ\Hr?
2ND\VRPD\EH6KDNHVSHDUHGLGQ¶WXVHWKRVHZRUGVH[DFWO\EXWLQDOOVHULRXVQHVV
do you want to go to law school? Our intention has not been to scare you, but to shed some
light on the realities of the legal market to help you make the right decision for yourself. You
should not be considering law school simply because you have nothing else to do after
graduation, are great at arguing, or your parents want an attorney in the family.
1RZWKDWZH¶YHEURNHQVRPHRI the common myths, we want you to take it further and explore
your interests. Law school students come from all sorts of backgrounds. There is no perfect
major or perfect path, which is why it is essential to take the time to explore your options by
doing one or more of the following: internships, job shadowing, informational interviews,
speaking with your pre-law advisor, observing court and cold-calling attorneys.
We have three rules to follow for any of these options:!

9(%%012&=%;)%(4&
1. Before you do anything, do a bit of research on your own. What do you want to know
before making this (rather hefty!) investment in law school? What makes you happy? What do
you like doing? Then, craft questions that help you identify whether your interests sync with the
law, and what area of the law might be best for you. Armed with this list of thoughtful,
NQRZOHGJHDEOHTXHVWLRQV\RX¶UHUHDG\WRHPEDUNRQDQ\RIRXUPHWKRGVEHORZ !
2. Professional attire is a must for any in-person meeting.!
3. We recommend following up with a thank-you card or email, especially if you can
personalize the note with something you learned from the experience. (If you are going to take
the time to create a connection, why lose it?)!
!

!
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=N(;L012&<0%'&C)(K:;<&!4E0*#)*&;14&/;>L012&<0%'&J#$)&C)#6(**#)*!
Regardless of what your major is, if your university has a pre-law advisor available for you, you
should seek them out! A pre-law advisor can tell you what to expect from law school and how to
learn more about the legal careers you can pursue. They will also be able to provide you with a
variety of resources, such as informational events and workshops, relevant internship
opportunities, and coursework you might want to take while considering law school. (Our
favorite law school resource is this one «EXWZHPD\EHDOLWWOHELDVHG
If your undergrad does not have a pre-law advisor, seek out attorneys who are professors at
your school. Consider taking a course with the professor who may be a great resource for your
law school application, or for future job opportunities. Even if you decide not to take a course
that the professor teaches, reaching out to have a candid discussion about law school and the
profession is likely to be very helpful.!

P16#)Z;%0#1;>&P1%()E0(<*!
Informational interviews are a great tool to gain helpful insight into the legal field. An
informational interview is an interview that is used not to gain employment, but to gain
NQRZOHGJH HJZKDWWKHDWWRUQH\¶VMRELVOLNHRUZKDWUHVSRQVLELOLWLHVKHRUVKHKDV  When
contacting attorneys for an informational interview, be clear that the purpose of the meeting is
informational. Even though this is not a job interview, you should act professionally. Use the
TXHVWLRQV\RX¶YHSUHSDUHGIURP\RXUUHVHDUFKDQGIHHOIUHHWRWDNHQRWHVGXULQJWKHPHHWLQJ
$IWHUWKHLQWHUYLHZGRQ¶WIRUJHWUXOH1R3!)!

D0%&%'(&3#$)%)##Z!
Step outside of your comfort zone and into a courtroom. You have a right of public access to
courtroom proceedings, meaning anyone is allowed to enter a courtroom and watch a trial or a
hearing. It is a rare occasion that a judge will close his or her court to the public. Take notes on
what you observe and after, when things are wrapping up, take the bull by the horns and reach
out to the attorneys or even the judge! Then, schedule an informational interview.!

[#"&=';4#<012!
Job shadowing allows you to explore career opportunities by spending time with a person
working in your career field of interest. 6KDGRZLQJLVEHVWGRQHZKHQWU\LQJWROHDUQZKDWD³GD\
LQWKHOLIH´RIDODZ\HULVOLNH%\REVHUYLQJWKHLUGDLO\DFWLYLWLHV\RXZLOODOVRJHWDFKDQFHWR
have your questions answered. To set up a job shadowing day, survey your connections. Reach
out to professors, advisors, and even your parents! See if anyone knows an attorney who might
allow you to observe them for the day. Second, be proactive. If you visited the courthouse, you
may have gotten some face time with an assistant district attorney or a public defender. Ask him
or her if you can shadow. Be mindful of the fact that there may be places you cannot go with an
attorney (e.g. if he or she is giving a client privileged advice!).!

P1%()1*'0N*!
Are you an experiential learner? Then consider pursuing a legal internship. Unlike shadowing,
internships give prospective law students a chance to actually assist in some sort of legal work.
Interning can take up quite a bit of your time, but besides helping you decide if law school is
meant for you, it will stack your resume. We suggest you check with your local courthouse.
Many have volunteer opportunities available. Other good avenues are legal services
organizations WKHUH¶VDWOHDVWRQHLQHYHU\VWDWHWKDQNVWRIHGHUDOIXQGLQJ DQG law school
clinics:KLOH\RXZRQ¶WEHDUJXLQJPRWLRQV \RXQHHGD-'RUDWOHast some legal training to do
that in any state) you can get a great sense of what lawyers do by supporting their
administrative tasks.

!
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Note: Having a legal internship prior to law school will not make or break your competitive edge
when it comes time to submit your application. A legal internship while in undergrad is
essentially viewed like any other pre-law school experience.!

3#>4K3;>>012&!%%#)1(B*!
Not everyone has an attorney in the family to turn to with questions. This means that the
majority of us have to dig a little deeper to gain a realistic perspective on what the legal
profession really entails. We understand the thought of calling up a total stranger for information
can be scary, but we assure you, most attorneys are there to help! To make cold-calling a little
less, well, cold, look for an attorney who attended your college or university, had similar
DFDGHPLFLQWHUHVWVWR\RXUVRUSDUWLFLSDWHVLQDQRWKHUFRPPXQLW\RUJDQL]DWLRQ\RX¶UHLQYROYHG
in. (Or try the board of directors of Ms. JD!) Those similarities can provide an excuse for why
you reached out to that specific attorney. To make the interaction more successful, when you
UHDFKDQDWWRUQH\EHVXUHWRDVNLIWKLVLVDJRRGWLPH,IQRWTXLFNO\H[SODLQZK\\RX¶UHFDOOLQJ
and ask if there would be a convenient time to reschedule. To ensure positive dialogue, see rule
1R,IQHHGEHSUDFWLFH<RX¶OOIHHOEHWWHUDQGPRUHSUHSDUHGZKHQ\RXUQHUYHVKLW
This is not an all-inclusive list but these research tools are tried and true. By following one or
PRUHRIWKHPZHKRSHWKDW\RXDUHDEOHWRDQVZHUWKHTXHVWLRQWREHRUQRWWREH«DQ
attorney!
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$VVXPLQJ\RX¶YHGRQH\RXUKRPHZRUNRQWKH realities of the legal profession\RX¶UHSUREDEO\
feeling as though you are at a crossroads LIWKLVOLWWOHJX\GRHVQ¶WFKHHU\RXXSZHGRQ¶WNQRZ
ZKDWZLOO 7KDW¶VXQGHUVWDQGDEOH1RZLWLVWLPHWRZHLJKWKHSURVDQGFRQVRIPRYLQJIRUZDUG
with the pre-law process or finding a different path. We have come up with a few questions for
you to consider while you are weighing your various options. Take a moment as you are reading
along to think about your honest answer to these questions before moving on to our
suggestions. Give yourself the opportunity to reflect, as it will only help you to make your
GHFLVLRQ+HUH¶VZKDWWRFRQVLGHU
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Now that we have debunked some of the common myths about the legal profession and law
school, it is time for you to dig deep and think about whether you can really see yourself as an
attorney. Hopefully, your reasons to attend law school do not include ³EHFDXVH,¶PEDGDWPDWK´
³,¶PJRRGDWDUJXLQJ´³EHFDXVHHYHU\RQHHOVHLQP\IDPLO\LVDQDWWRUQH\´HWF
As we have mentioned numerous times before (and we will continue to emphasize this point)
law school is an investment and involves a lot more consideration than a single, flimsy reason
VXFKDV³,GRQ¶WNQRZZKDWHOVHWRGRDIWHUFROOHJH´,I\RXVWLOODUHQ¶WVXUHRIWKHDQVZHUVWRWKH
TXHVWLRQVDERYHGRQ¶WEHDIUDLGWRGURSLQDWDODZVFKRROLQ\RXUDUHDDQGDVNWRVLWLQRQD
class, take a tour, and gain a general impression of what the law school atmosphere is like. This
should help you determine whether you can see yourself entering law school and the legal
profession.!
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D#<&!)(&J#$&C>;11012&%#&T01;18(&J#$)&:(2;>&U4$8;%0#1F!
We know this is a topic we have touched on several times now, but that just goes to show how
important it is to keep in mind. Finances are probably one of the most important things to think
about when deciding whether or not to go to law school. Essentially, you have to ask yourself: Is
law school worth the investment? If so, how much is law school, and how will you pay for it?
The first thing to note when looking into law schools is whether they are public or private.
Although sometimes not significantly, tuition tends to be less expensive at public law schools.
Note, however, that many private schools are more well-known for giving generous grants.
'RQ¶WZULWH-off the law school that you are interested in based off of tuition alone, especially
because you may be able to negotiate your financial aid package. This is where we expect you
to start doing your homework again and exploring the financing options each school has to offer
its students.!
Scholarships: Most, if not all, law schools (public or private) tend to offer a wide range
of scholarships and grants to incoming students ² not to mention the possibility of increasing or
gaining a scholarship after the successful completion of your first year. If your goal is to earn a
scholarship, make sure to note important scholarship deadlines. Does the law school require
you apply for its scholarships? Is each application instantly reviewed upon receipt? Look
at renewal criteria ² is it difficult to maintain the scholarship award? (Hint: The ABA
requires law schools make renewal data available on their individual school websites)!
Loans<HVWKDW¶VULJKW/RDQV:HVDLGLW7KHUH1RZWKHHOHSKDQWLQWKHURRPLVRXWLQWKH
RSHQ,QWRGD\¶VHFRQRP\WKHLGHDRIWDNLQJRXWORDQVFDQEHVFDU\:KDW you need to
remember as the savvy consumers we know you are is that there is bad debt and there is good
debt (even we were stumped by a few of these). When investigating the types of loans you
should take out, consider the difference between private loans and public loans. Remember that
most lawyers GRFRPHRXWZLWKDKLJKDPRXQWRIORDQV)RUEHWWHURUZRUVHLW¶VSDUWRIWKHODZ
school game.!
LRAP,I\RX¶UHVRPHRQHZKRZDQWVWRZRUNLQSXEOLFLQWHUHVWDIWHUJUDGXDWLQJIURPODZVFKRRO
be on the lookout for law schools with successful LRAP (Loan Repayment Assistance
Programs). These are private programs that help students working in the public interest repay
their loans. Depending on what you do, you may also be eligible for federal loan
forgiveness DIWHUZRUNLQJLQWKHSXEOLFLQWHUHVWIRUDFHUWDLQQXPEHURI\HDUV,I\RXWKLQN\RX¶UH
going to go into public interest work after law school, we recommend that you get to know an
organization called Equal Justice Works PRUH7KH\¶YHJRWJUHDWLQIRUPDWLRQRQHYHU\WKLQJIURP
job opportunities and grants to loan repayment.!
Budgeting with the option of taking a few years off to enter the workforce, save money,
and then apply: At the risk of sounding like a broken record, we want to reiterate that it is
important to do your homework on law schools. Sometimes that means slowing down and
taking a step back. This may mean that you take a few years off between undergrad and law
VFKRRO<RXPD\EHWKLQNLQJ³:KDW"7DNHWLPHRII"7KDW¶VQRWDSDUWRIWKHSODQ´ However,
taking time off before going to law school is not unusual, some schools prefer it, and it can make
\RXPRUHPDUNHWDEOHZKHQ\RX¶UHDSSO\LQJIRUMREVDIWHUODZVFKRRO3OXV\RXKDYHWKHDGGHG
benefit of making money and setting money aside into savings. (Note: Your LSAT score is good
for five years!)!

R';%&R0>>&J#$)&[#"&C)#*N(8%*&5(&!6%()&=8'##>F!
Look back at your previous answers as to why you want to go to law school and do some
research as to what those career choices will offer. Make sure you are being realistic about

!
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where you want to go with your career in law while also looking at the financial aspect of the
investment of law school discussed above.
Even after all we have told you, if your main reason to go to law school is still to make that sixfigure salary, you should probably consider doing much more research. While salary is
important when determining your future career, being an attorney is much more than salary. It is
important to keep in mind what lawyers can do and what they are worth beyond the salary they
make, especially since so many attorneys are assisting those that are less fortunate. So take
your mind off those dollar signs, and take a look at the bigger picture! Look at how many
attorneys who lives are fulfilled by their jobs beyond salary and how many attorneys are helping
people in the United States and beyond. If you are hoping to gain a larger return on your
investment into law school beyond a hefty salary, law school may be in your near future.
While all this information may seem daunting, breaking through these various myths and doing
research into financing your degree and your legal areas of interest sets you up for success.
Ultimately, law school is your decision. You are the only one who can decide if law school is
WUXO\ZRUWKWKHLQYHVWPHQW$WWKHHQGRIWKHGD\LW¶VSUREDEO\ impossible to know WKDW\RX¶UH
making the right decision. (FYI for future law students: knowledge is a really high standard!)
Therefore, at some point, you have to make a leap of faith. And remember, ³\RXZHUHPDGHWR
EHDZHVRPH´.

!
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%\QRZ\RX¶YHSUREDEO\GHFLGHGWKDWODZVFKRROLVWKHSODFHIRU\RX time to do a happy
dance :H¶UHVRKDSS\IRU\RXEHFDXVHZHNQRZWKDWWRJHWKHUH\RX busted through myths,
left no stone unturned, and really did your homework.

Now that we know you are going to go to law school, we want you to start thinking about how to
select which law schools you will be applying to. We know it may seem a little early in the prelaw game to be thinking about specific schools. However, by exploring what specific schools
RIIHULQ\RXUDUHDVRILQWHUHVW\RX¶OOEHEHWWHUSUHSDUHGIor the application process and ensure
WKDW\RX¶UHDFRPSHWLWLYHDSSOLFDQW Also, narrowing your application list early will help you focus
RQVFKRODUVKLSDQGILQDQFLDODLGRSSRUWXQLWLHVDWWKHVFKRROV\RX¶UHPRVWLQWHUHVWHGLQ
Consider this±law school applications cost roughly $60 a pop, not to mention all of the extra
fees associated with taking the LSAT and sending your application directly to each law school
through LSAC. Traditionally, prospective law students have applied to roughly seven to ten law
schools each. Recently, however, LSAC has identified a declining trend in the number of
schools students have applied to. Potential reasons for the decline vary!from the ease of gaining
legal aid online to the decline in jobs.

!
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Narrowing down the number of schools you apply to can save time and also money. The
question is how do you decide which schools make the final cut? The answer: explore your legal
interests! Figuring out wKDW\RX¶UHLQWHUHVWHGLQEHIRUH\RXDSSO\KHOSV\RXPDWFK\RXULQWHUHVWV
with what each law school has to offer. It also helps you mold your application to explain how
the particular law schools you selected can help you pursue your future professional goals. For
example, if you have an interest in Intellectual Property (³IP´), it would be beneficial to learn
what the top IP law schools are; if fashion is your thing, you might want to tailor your application
appropriately. Your personal statement should mention the ODZVFKRRO¶VSURJUDPVWKDW match
your legal interest (hint: we will talk about this more later but law schools love to know you have
a genuine interest in their programs!).
On the other hand, you may be like many students and not yet know what your particular
LQWHUHVWLV'RQRWIUHW<RXZRQ¶WEHKDUPHGGXULQJWKHDSSOLFDWLRQSURFHVVLIyou are unsure of
what type of law you would like to practice. What you need to figure out is why you want to go to
law school and be prepared to craft a story around that! To figure out what interests you (and,
therefore, will help you write a better application), look back on our previous tips and follow our
steps. At the very least, you should find something that ignites a passion and helps you write a
stronger application!
When we asked Nicole Chiu-Wang what guidance we should provide law students who may not
NQRZZKDWWKH\ZDQWWRIRFXVRQGXULQJODZVFKRROVKHSURYLGHGWKLVVDJHDGYLFH³,I\RXDUH
not going straight from undergraduate to law school, or you majored in something translatable in
the legal field, think about what you did and did not like and let that help guide you when
FKRRVLQJWKHDUHDVRIODZ\RXDUHLQWHUHVWHGLQ´
There are pros and cons to a more specialized approach. By taking a more specialized
approach, you may come to find that your interests have changed or that the job market for that
particular area of law is not as strong when you graduate. Whether you are set on a specialized
URXWHRUZDQWWRWDNHDOLEHUDODUWVDSSURDFKWROHJDOHGXFDWLRQDV1LFROHUHPLQGHGXVLW¶VRND\
to switch routes! The key is to focus on quality experiences. Look for programs that will offer you
flexibility including a broad curriculum and experiential learning opportunities. ,I\RXWKLQN\RX¶OO
prefer one type of learning experience over the other, you should consider that when deciding
which schools are right for you.
It is really as simple as that± a small piece of the puzzle, but a piece nonetheless. Utilize the
following pre-ODZFKHFNOLVWRIWKLQJV\RXQHHGWRVWDUWGRLQJQRZWKDW\RX¶YHPDGHWKHMXPSDQG
GHFLGHG\RX¶UHJRLQJWRODZVFKRRO!
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Below is a step-by-step checklist on what you need to do to prepare for the application process.
Step 1: Go directly to the source. Make sure you have taken advantage of several of these
strategies to ensure you have really understood the realities of the legal profession.

!

Step 2: Weigh the pros and cons of going to law school by asking yourself these three essential
questions to ensure that you are making the right decision.
Step 3: Have a plan for the LSAT. Figure out test dates, locations, and registration deadlines.
² :KHQGHFLGLQJZKHQWRWDNHWKH/6$7GRQ¶WIRUJHWWRFRQVLGHUWKHDSSOLFDWLRQGHDGOLQHVVHW
by each school that you are applying to.
² :ULWHGRZQWKHODVW/6$7H[DPWKDWWKHVFKRROVWKDW\RX¶UHDSSO\LQJWRZLOODFFHSW)RU
example, some law schools may not accept a February LSAT score for the fall semester, but
will accept it for the following school year.
² Ask yourself if the date you take the LSAT will influence your qualifications for scholarship.
Some schools have scholarship priority deadlines that are earlier in the spring semester.
Waiting to take the LSAT can mean a lower chance of scholarship aid.
Step 4: Come up with a plan to research law schools that you are interested in, whether it be
by state or program. Then put together your final list of applications!
² Attend law school fairs and forums (i.e., recruitment events). This is an easy way to gather a
lot of information about various schools directly. It also gives you an opportunity to put a
³IDFHWRWKHQDPH´E\PHHWLQJRQHRIWKHODZVFKRRO¶VUHFUXLWHUVRUDGPLVVLRQVDGYLVRUV
² Informational phone interviews and one-on-one meetings with admissions staff members are
always encouraged.
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² After you have done your homework, come up with a list of schools that you are interested in
and compare your options. Go back to your list of pros and cons about going to law school
and consider whether any of those are factors you want to consider in deciding which
VFKRROVDUHULJKWIRU\RX HJLIILQDQFHVDUHDIDFWRUFRQVLGHUDVFKRRO¶VVFKRODUVKLSVDQG
financial aid).
Step 5: Sign up for /6$&¶V&UHGHQWLDO$VVHPEO\6HUYLFH This service will provide you with a
secure place to gather all of your law school application documents (CAS registration is typically
required for most law schools).
² You should sign up and pay the fee for the Credential Assembly Service at least four to six
weeks before your first law school application deadline.
Step 6: Establish a LSAT study schedule; consider taking a LSAT prep course. On average,
students should be spending at least 50 hours studying for the LSAT.
Step 7: 6WDUWWRWKLQNDERXWZKR\RXZLOODVNIRUOHWWHUVRIUHFRPPHQGDWLRQ ³/25´ 6WXGHQWV
tend to forget that their LOR must also be in before an admissions office considers their
application complete!
Step 8: Take the LSAT!
Step 9: Once the LSAT is over, focus on drafting your personal statement and conveying
yourself effectively on paper.
² Hint: the personal statement should be considered a substitute for an on-campus interview.
Step 10: Begin the application process.!

!
This list is by no means exclusive. However, it should guide you through the preapplication process and help ensure that you are properly setting aside enough time
dedicated to researching potential schools, LSAT prep, and getting your application
materials together.
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Alright, time to get down to the nitty gritty of the law school application! We know that up until
WKLVSRLQWZH¶YHEHHQJXLGLQJ\RXRQWKHGHFLVLRQRIZKHWKHURUQRWWRJRWRODZVFKRRO
5HFRJQL]LQJWKDW\RX¶YHPDGHWKLVELJGHFLVLRQQRZLVWKHWLPHWRJRRYHU\RXUDSSOLFDWLRQDQG
evaluate how much emphasis is placed on each aspect. Since this is a whole new world for you,
use our tips as a starting point. We still encourage you to research each school you are applying
to so you know that \RX¶YH satisfied their individual requirements.

:=!/&;14&9C!&
Given that these are just two little numbers, it can seem odd that law schools place so much
weight on them! +HUH¶VZKDW\RXQHHGWRNQRZWhe LSAT is considered a predictor of law
school success, which is why schools rely on it so much. It tests the prospective law student
on logical reasoning, reading comprehension, and analytic skills, which are all used in law
school. A predictor, yes, but a perfect predictor? Not always. When preparing for the LSAT, be
sure to look into different LSAT prep providers. Sometimes these programs can be pricey, so
plan ahead (more to come soon on how to best prepare for the LSAT).
Typically, admissions committees look at your LSAT score and GPA side by side. Why?
Because these are the only two universal indicators schools have to compare you to every other
Jane, Joe, and Jackie. The fun and unique thing about law school is that students who are
applying come from all walks of life, so to ensure that each student LVQ¶W judged solely on a
subjective basis, they use the GPA and LSAT scores as predictors of academic success. A high
GPA and a high LSAT score indicates that you will do well in law school.
Are you concerned about those blips on your transcript? ,I\RX¶UHLQWKDWERDWUHVWDVVXUHGWKDW
admissions committees tend to be well-trained to identify VSHFLILFSDWWHUQVVRWKH\¶UHJHQHUDOO\
not analyzing your transcript on a semester-by-semester basis. Nevertheless, key
considerations include the academic rigor of your major, the types of classes you took, and if
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there are any grade trends (i.e. a weak semester, a switch in major, and/or continuous
improvement throughout your education).

:(%%()*&#6&A(8#ZZ(14;%0#1&
It is interesting to hear the differences in opinion about the weight given to letters of
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ ³/25´ :KDWHYHU\RXKDYHKHDUGIRUJHWLW/25VDUHMXVWDVLPSRUWDQWDV
any other part of your application. Why? Because it gives admissions committees the chance to
hear from a third party about what makes you tick and what you bring to the table as a possible
future admit. So who should be writing these LORs? Easy²anyone who knows you, minus
family!
Students come WRXVDOOWKHWLPHDQGDVNLID/25IURPµ6HQDWRU)LOO-in-the-%ODQN¶ZRXOGPDNH
WKHPVWDQGRXW<RXNQRZZKDWWKHILUVWTXHVWLRQLVWKDWZHDVNEDFN"³:KDWFDQWKH\WHOOXV
DERXW\RX"´$WWKHHQGRIWKHGD\\RXKDYHWRUHPHPEHUWKDW\RXUHQWLUHDSSOLFDWLRn may be
WKHRQO\µIDFHWLPH¶\RXKDYHZLWKWKHDGPLVVLRQVFRPPLWWHH²your one opportunity to make an
impression. Why would you waste that opportunity with a big name and no substance? We
suggest looking at people who really know you. This means professors who may be able to
speak to your natural enthusiasm or curiosity in their course, an employer or colleague you have
done an assignment for that you knocked out of the park, or even a clergy member or director of
a volunteer program you have come to invest your time and energy into. It is our hope that
these people can really speak to your character and tell the admissions committee what an
asset you would be to their school.
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The resume can be an extremely important piece in your application. If throughout your
application you are emphasizing that you are a hard worker, driven, love to help people, etc.,
admissions committees wanWWRVHH\RXµSXW\RXUPRQH\ZKHUH\RXUPRXWKLV¶DQGVKRZWKHP
through your experience. (Note: for those trying to go straight from undergrad to law school,
your resume VKRXOGQ¶W include anything from high school, unless it is extremely relevant.) Many
prospective students think it is essential to have a legal internship on their resume when they
apply (ZHGRQ¶WQHFHVVDULO\GLVDJUHH); however, law schools want diversity when building an
entering class and therefore, not every resume should look the same.
Essentially, schools are looking for experiences that tell us about you, your interests, and what
moves or motivates you. When highlighting those experiences, be sure to create a clean, easyto-read, one-page (and in some cases two-page) resume with bullets that start with action verbs
and use numbers to emphasize or highlight your level of responsibility. Organize everything into
sections with each correlating experience falling under it in reverse chronological order. Voila!
You now have a strong resume!
Now you can get started on your application! Next, wH¶OOFRQVLGHUWZRRIWKHWRXJKHUSDUWVRIWKH
application process: the personal statement and addendums!
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Starting now, we are going to help you tackle two of the tougher parts of the law school
application process: the personal statement and addendums. Both can be scary and
overwhelming for prospective students and therefore, we encourage you to take advantage of
additional resources if you have any questions!

C()*#1;>&=%;%(Z(1%&
The personal statement varies from school to school (note: there are also lots of
books and articles out there on these issues). Some schools will give you free reign to write
about whatever you please. Some schools will give you focused questions. Whatever the law
school asks for, personal statements tend to give students the most trouble, especially for
schools that allow you to write about anything.
7RRYHUFRPHWKHZULWHU¶VEORFNWKHDGYLFHZHRIIHUPRVWRIWHQLVWRORRNDWWKHSHUVRQDO
statement like it is an actual interview. Very few law schools require personal interviews
anymore. Therefore, the personal statement gives you the chance (most often in three pages or
less) to tell the admissions committee about yourself and what you have to contribute to the law
school and the legal profession as a whole. The personal statement is also the place to
showcase your writing skills and abilities beyond your LSAT and GPA. But as we mentioned
before, it is very helpful to have your personal statement at least touch on why you are applying
to WKDWVSHFLILFODZVFKRRO,IWKHODZVFKRRO\RXDUHDSSO\LQJWRLV\RXUQXPEHURQHFKRLFHGRQ¶W
be shy! Point that out in your personal statement!
A few words of caution: some students tend to use the personal statement to talk about a rough
experience in their lifeZKHWKHULWEHDSDUHQW¶VGLYRUFHDGHDWKLQWKHIDPLO\RUYDULRXVRWKHU
devastating circumstances that are extremely difficult to deal with for any person. While we
share the utmost sympathy and compassion for that person, it is difficult for an admissions
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committee to evaluate that applicant when they are merely sharing the experience instead of
relating it back to law school.
If you are going to write about an experience that you have gone through and that you have
overcome, you must make sure that you are connecting it into how you will be a successful law
student and attorney. Relevance should be your mantra! Why is this experience relevant to my
success in law school and the legal profession? Use the personal statement to talk about that
experience, but also detail to the admissions committee what qualities and strengths you have
gained as a result. Also, make suUH\RXUSHUVRQDOVWDWHPHQWLVQ¶WEHLQJXVHGWRH[SODLQDZD\
rough spots in your application (see addendum section below). Lastly, remember to look at the
law schools you are applying to and tailor it to their requirements±i.e., double spaced, 12-point
font, etc. Do not forget to proofread!

!44(14$Z*&
$ELJTXHVWLRQZHWHQGWRJHWLV³when is it appropriate to submit an addendum along with your
DSSOLFDWLRQ"´$GGHQGXPVYDU\IURPVFKRROWRVFKRRO6RPHDOORZPXOWLSOHDGGHQGXPVZKLOH
others limit you to specific areas. The most common addendums or supplemental statements
that students submit include pieces discussing a lower GPA or LSAT score, character and
fitness issues, and diversity statements.
Since these are the most common addendums, we recommend following this theme: Take
Responsibility. While it seems like that would be a no-brainer, most students tend to excuse
away their behavior without providing the admissions committee with information on how their
behavior has changed.
Make sure to be short and sweet. Addendums should not be over two paragraphs. If you are
discussing a lower GPA (i.e., a rough semester, change in major, death in the family, etc.), point
out your past academic success in your undergrad studies and how you have been able to do
ZHOOVLQFH+DGWRWDNHWKH/6$7PRUHWKDQRQFHRUMXVWGLGQ¶WVFRUHZKHUH\RXH[SHFWHG"
7KDW¶VRND\7DNHRZQHUVKLSDQGGHVFULEHKRZLWLVQRWDUHIOHFWLRQRIZKR\RXDUHDVDVWXGHQW
Most students tend to have questions about what to disclose on a character and fitness
addendum. We advise students to disclose anything above a parking ticket. Yes, this even
includes speeding tickets! It is important to err on the side of full disclosure±this will only help
you when you are preparing your materials for the bar exam. A character and fitness addendum
should explain the infraction, the disposition, and basic facts surrounding the incident.
Supporting documentation need not be disclosed, unless the application tells you otherwise.
Diversity statements tend to allow a bit more flexibility than the other addendums we were
speaking about above. It is another facet that an applicant can add to their application to tell the
admissions committee about themselves and provide some background on what diverse
perspective they would bring to the law school itself and the legal profession as a whole. When
contemplating including a diversity statement, ask yourself what value it adds to your
DSSOLFDWLRQ,WLVQ¶WHVVHQWLDOWKDW\RXZULWHDQDGGHQGXPIRUHYHU\WKLQJVRLI\RXdo not feel like
a diversity statement or any other addendum really adds value to your application, do not
include it (minus the character and fitness addendums).
)RUPRUHRIDQLQVLGHU¶VJXLGHWRWKHSUH-law process, we would encourage to read over this
³7KH/DZ6FKRRO$GPLVVLRQV*DPH´ and see what several law school admissions experts say.!
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Standardized tests.
These two words have struck fear in the hearts of more people than we can count. These two
little words can, without warning, make your palms sweat, your knees shake, and your heart
race. The LSAT is no different, ZKLFKLVZK\WRGD\¶VSRVWIRFXVHVRQVWHSV\RXFDQWake to
prepare yourself for the LSAT and avoid some test day jitters.
,QSUHYLRXVFKDSWHUVZH¶YHexplained how prospective law students should attack the law
school application process. Today, we show some respect to the exam that gets you into law
school. Given the importance of the LSATZH¶OOWDNHLWLQSLHFHV First, we review the parts of
the exam. Next, we take a look at how the exam is scored and where you can turn to ensure
LSAT success! Finally, we provide a few general tips to help you walk into exam day ready.
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To know the exam is to do well on the exam. The LSAT is administered by the Law School
Admission Council, better known as LSAC. It is a half day standardized test administered four
times each year: February, June, October, and December. The test consists of five 35 minute
multiple choice questions sections. Four out of the five sections contribute to your score with
one section being viewed as experimental. The placement of the experimental section varies on
each test, so you never know which section does not count. Lastly, a 35 minute writing sample
is administered at the end of the test. LSAC does not score the writing sample, but each law
school you apply to receives a copy. How each law school weighs the writing sample varies.
There are three multiple choice sections on the LSAT: reading comprehension, analytical
reasoning, and logical reasoning. The reading comprehension section is the testing tool most
similar WRRWKHUVWDQGDUGL]HGWHVWV\RX¶YHWDNHQ,WDVNVyou to read, comprehend, and analyze a
large amount of information in a limited amount of time. The analytical reasoning questions
measure your ability to understand a structure of relationships and draw logical conclusions
from that structure. Lastly, the ORJLFDOUHDVRQLQJTXHVWLRQVDVVHVVWKHWHVWWDNHU¶VDELOLW\WR
analyze, evaluate, and complete arguments as they occur in everyday language.

=8#)012&
Your LSAT score is based on the number of questions answered correctly ± your raw score.
Your raw score is converted to an LSAT scale that ranges from 120-180 with 120 being the
lowest possible score and 180 being the highest. The maximum score for the test is 180, but a
score of 170 usually puts you in the 98th percentile.
No points are deducted from your score for answering questions incorrectly so fill in EVERY
bubble! When you begin to narrow down your list of law schools for the application process, it is
important to research the scores each school will accept, if they accept multiple scores, and if
they average multiple scores. Keeping this in mind will help you plan accordingly.

/(*%&C)(N&
Managing your time is half the battle when it comes to preparing for the LSAT. We know that
many students find themselves taking a full course load or working full time while trying to get
UHDG\IRUWHVWGD\:KHQ\RXEHJLQWKHODZVFKRROSURFHVVGRQ¶WIRUJHWWRPDNHDSODQ,WLV
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essential that you utilize your time management skills to ensure you are spending the right
amount of time preparing for the LSAT.
When debating between spending the money for a prep course or studying on your own,
FRQVLGHU\RXUSHUVRQDOKDELWV,I\RXNQRZWKDW\RXZRQ¶WKDYHWKHVHOI-discipline to study on
your own, it may be best to invest in a LSAT prep course. However, if you have the willpower to
VWD\RQVFKHGXOHZKHQKLWWLQJWKHERRNVSHUKDSVXVLQJDWHVWSUHSFRXUVHLVQ¶WIRU\RX7RILQG
the best program for you, talk to your friends, call the law schools you plan to apply to, speak to
your undergrad adviser, and do your homework! All LSAT prep providers are not built alike, so
research them to figure out which will fit best with your study style and budget. Either way, take
advantage of the free materials that LSAC offers including practice questions and a full practice
exam!
So what are our tips for LSAT studying? Do a minimum of 3,000 problems. Study for about 2-3
months in advance of the test. Take A LOT of timed practice exams. The most typical problem
on the LSAT is time management. Continuous practice under timed conditions will improve your
ability to manage your time. Look at it this way: a person can only teach you so much about
riding a bike or driving a car²the best way for you to learn is by practicing. The same goes for
the LSAT²you will continuously improve by taking practice exams under timed conditions. We
hate to say it, but practice makes perfect!

9(1();>&/0N*&
² Do practice exams under a variety of testing environments²a quiet library, a coffee
shop, or somewhere with background noise. This helps you build the confidence to
test well under any and all circumstances.
² Scout out your testing center. Take away some test anxiety by knowing how long it
takes to get there, where to park, and where the testing room is.
² Review the instructions at least two days in advance. Know every rule. There are
restrictions on what you can wear, bring in, and what you need to check in. Avoid
EHLQJWKURZQRII\RXUJDPHWKHGD\RIWKHWHVWE\NQRZLQJ/6$&¶VSROLFLHV
² Bring a healthy snack with you just in case.
² Take a break the night before! Relax and give your mind the night off. Most
importantly, make sure that you go to bed early and get some rest.
Now that we have gone over the ins and outs of the LSAT, take a deep breath, wipe off those
sweaty palms, and go into that exam with confidence!! Just remember, life will go on after the
LSAT²we promise!
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Decisions, decisions, decisions$WWKLVSRLQWLW¶VSUREDEO\VDIHWRDVVXPHWKDW\RX¶YHWDNHQRXU
advice and have been accepted to several great law schools. Congratulations! Now comes the
fun part: choosing which one to attend!
$VZH¶YHGLVFXVVHG before, law school is a BIG decision. Students often hear the following
advice when it comes to choosing a law school:
1. Follow the money: Students are being told that, given the legal market and the
increased expenses of attending law school (i.e. tuition, fees, housing, living
expenses), it ZRXOGEHILQDQFLDOO\LUUHVSRQVLEOHWRDWWHQGDODZVFKRROWKDWLVQ¶W
providing some sort of financial package or scholarship.
2. Climb the ladder to the top: The highest ranked schools open the most doors,
so why attend a lower ranked school that will potentially leave you eating Ramen
Noodles for the rest of your life? Those with this type of mentality tend to eat,
sleep, and breathe the law school ranking systems, the most popular being US
News & World Report.
3. ³+RPHWRZQ+HUR´ If you know that you want to practice in State X and your
family is from State X, then you should go to law school in State X to build your
network there.
:KLOHUHOHYDQWWKHVHVKRXOGQ¶WEHWKHRQO\IDFWRUV\RXFRQVLGHU7DNHDKDUGORRNDWZKDWHDFK
VFKRRO\RX¶YHEHHQDGPLWWHGWRKDVWRRIIHU7RKHOSWKLVchapter provides a list of questions
you might consider when making your acceptance decision:
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² Does the law school have a formal judicial clerkship program? What is its success
rate?
² +RZDGYDQFHGLVWKHODZVFKRRO¶VFOLQLFDOSURJUDP":KDWW\SHVRIRSSRUWXQLWLHVRU
experiences can a student gain from participating in the clinics that are different than
DWRWKHUVFKRROV" 1RWH<RXPD\ZDQWWRORRNDWHDFKVWDWH¶VVSHFLILF rules of civil
procedure. Sometimes there are rules in place that bind or restrict what a law student
can or cannot do before sitting for the bar exam.)
² How successful is the career services office at placing students in externships or
helping them gain summer experience? If you are from out of state, how will they
support you with finding externships/internships in your home state?
² What kinds of firms/companies/organizations recruit from the law school? (Take
notes and then look those places up. Do they appeal to you?)

C)#6(**0#1;>&/);01012&
Unlike undergrad, law school is a professional school where you should get professional
training. Look at the curriculum and the courses that are offered compared to your specific
interests.
² If you are interested in being a litigator, will you learn trial advocacy?
² Interested in corporate work? Do they have any classes that will give you practical
experience?
² /RRNDWWKHVFKRRO¶VPRRWFRXUWSURJUDPDQGRWKHUH[SHULHQWLDOOHDUQLQJRSSRUWXQLWLHV
available to you.

&
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If you know that you ultimately want to work in public interest, it would be helpful to research
whether your law school has a LRAP program in place and their eligibility requirements. While
HDFKODZVFKRRO¶VSURJUDPZLOOGLIIHU VRPHUHTXLUHDPLQLPXPORDQDPRXQWDQGPD[VDODU\ 
most LRAP programs provide either loan assistance or loan forgiveness.

T01;180;>&!04&
Financial aid is at the forefront of many VWXGHQWV¶ minds, as it should be. Keep in mind that most
law schools will reconsider your initial scholarship offer or will reconsider you for aid if you
received no scholarship offer.
Note: This is the time to start practicing being a lawyer! Use those negotiation skills to try to get
a higher scholarship or convert loan money to grants. It never hurts to try!

C#*%K2);4$;%0#1&
6WXGHQWVRIWHQGRQ¶WDVNWKHVHTXHVWLRQVXQWLOJUDGXDWLRQ
² How will they support you after graduation? (Ask career services to tell you about
recent alumni WKH\¶YHVXSSRUWHG«LIWKH\FDQ¶WWHOO\RXDERXWRQHWKDW¶VDJRRG
indication of how much alumni actually use the office.)
² What benefits would you gain as an alum? (Would you still have access to their
career services office? Library? General resources?)
² ,QZKDWUHJLRQVGRDPDMRULW\RIWKHVFKRRO¶VDOXPQLSUDFWLFH" (That tells you about
where your alumni network will be located and where the school draws firms from.)
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² Visit each law school you are interested in attending: (Try to at least visit your top two
FKRLFHVRQFH\RX¶YHQDUURZHGWKHPGRZQ
² Tour the building and learn about the resources available to you at the law school.
Ask: Is printing free? Is there a page quota? (This can get expensive and may mean
\RX¶OOZDQW\RXURZQSULQWHULI\RXSUHIHUWRZRUNLQSDSHU How many research
librarians are there? Do you get access to Westlaw and/or Lexis Nexis?
² Not from the area? Be sure to explore and learn about the city. Get a feel for whether
you would be comfortable there or not.
² Find out where most students live and see if you can tour a few housing options.
Also find out if where students live varies by class year!
² What is public transportation like? Do you have a car? Will you need one?

=%;)%&%'(&3#1E()*;%0#1&
:KHQ\RXKDYHTXHVWLRQVWKDWQHHGDQVZHUVGRQ¶WEHDIUDLGWREHSURDFWLYH+HUHDUHMXVWD
few ways to get started.
² Talk to current students: Contact the school and ask to speak to a student. If
\RX¶UHLQWHUHVWHGLQDSDUWLFXODUDUHDRIODZRURUJDQL]DWLRQPRVWVFKRROVZLOO post
contact information RQWKHLUZHEVLWHVVR\RXFDQUHDFKRXW$VNWKHPZKDW¶VWKH
environment like there? Is it competitive? Is there a lot of academic support
available? What is a day in the life of a student like? What activities are you involved
in?
² Talk to faculty: If you are interested in a specific school because of a specialized
programVSHDNWRIDFXOW\LQWKDWSURJUDPWROHDUQPRUHDERXWLW<RX¶UHJRLQJWRODZ
school to learn to be a lawyer, so it is essential to get an idea of who you will be
learning from. Ask them, what is the student/faculty ratio? What are the
faculty/student relationships like? How involved is the faculty? Do professors have an
open door policy? ,I\RXZDQWWREHDSDUWRIDVSHFLILFFOLQLFRUSURJUDPGRQ¶W
assume that admission to the law school = admission to the program! Ask what it
takes to get in!
² Talk to alumni: Ask for names and contact information from the admissions office.
$VNDERXWWKHLUH[SHULHQFHILQGLQJDMREZKHUH\RX¶GOLNHWROLYHDQGSUDFWLFLQJWKH
W\SHRIODZ\RX¶UH interested in practicing. Ask how the school assisted them get to
where they are. $VNLIWKH\¶UHVWLOOLQWRXFKZLWKSHRSOHWKH\DWWHQGHGVFKRROZLWKDQG
what their classmates are up to today.
,W¶VLPSRUWDQWWRFRQVLGHUHYHU\WKLQJZHOLVWHGDERYHDQGPRUe. Once you have visited all the
law schools you are interested in, sit down with all the information you gathered about each law
school and weigh the positives and negatives. While so many students focus on rankings and
prestige (and those are important), it is really important that you choose a law school where you
IHHOFRPIRUWDEOHDQGNQRZ\RXZLOOVXFFHHG+LJKUDQNLQJVZRQ¶WPDWWHULI\RXDUHVRXQKDSS\
ZLWKWKHHQYLURQPHQWWKDW\RXZRQ¶WVXFFHHGDFDGHPLFDOO\
At the end of the day, we know this is not an easy decision. At the risk of sounding cheesy, you
will just know what law school feels right. You will get a sense when visiting what school will be
the best fit for you, what law school will be home.
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8SWRWKLVSRLQWZH¶YHWDONHGDERXWHYHU\WKLQJODZVFKRRO-UHODWHGXQGHUWKHVXQ:H¶YHZDONHG
step by step through what prospective students need to consider before applying all the way
to creating a successful application:H¶YHDOVRWRXFKHGRQ how to select a law school WKDW¶VWKH
ULJKWILWIRU\RX:KDWZHKDYHQ¶WH[DPLQHGLVWKHLPSRUWDQFHRIGLYHUVLW\DQGWKHSROLF\RI
acceptance at the law school you select.
Given the time commitment students make to law school, it is essential to explore the efforts
being made by your potential school to promote diversity. This is why it is our mission to help
women and men alike find working spaces that they feel comfortable in and where they feel
supported!
Over the years, law schools and legal organizations have worked hard, taking steps to fill the
pipeline of the legal profession and addressing historic inadequacies. A shining example is
/6$&¶V'LYHUVLW\&RPPLWWHHWKDWKDVVLQFHLWVFUHDWLRQVSHQWRYHU $5 million on projects aimed
at increasing the number of minorities entering law school. Also, the ABA holds law schools to
strict standards that require that they commit to providing full opportunities to minority groups
seeking to enter the profession.
So what is considered diverse these days? By law school VWDQGDUGVGLYHUVLW\LQFOXGHVEXWLVQ¶W
limited to, socioeconomic status, ethnicity, language, gender, nationality, gender identity, age,
disability, geography, religion, sexual orientation, race, and language. Why does it matter, you
ask? Well, unfortunately, minority group members have historically been underrepresented in
the legal profession. Law schools are still working to build student bodies that accurately reflect
our diverse population.
The good news for a student applying to or choosing a law school is that all of the focus on
building a pipeline has created a wealth of resources that will help you. The bad news is that
sometimes knowing what a law school offers can be difficult, which is why the ABA has created
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a search engine called the Pipeline Diversity Directory. The directory is a great place for diverse
students to find services and programs that may be available! Other resources can help
target scholarships and organizations available to minorities to support diversity in law school
and the legal profession.
7ROHDUQPRUHDERXWDSDUWLFXODUODZVFKRRO¶VGLYHUVLW\FKHFNWRVHHZKDW services they may
have dedicated to ensuring students with diverse backgrounds have support throughout their
HQWLUHODZVFKRROFDUHHU<RXPLJKWDOVRZDQWWRUHDGWKHODZVFKRRO¶VGLYHUVLW\VWDWHPHQWV
which are often found on their website and/or see if the law school has a diversity services office
for recruitment and support for diverse students.
Another way to learn how law students are supported is to learn more about the student
organizations in place. Some law schools have information on their student organizations with
contact information for the officers on their website. If that information is not on the website, call
WKHODZVFKRRO¶VDGPLVVLRQVRIILFHWRSXW\RXLQWRXFKZLWKWKHVWXGHQWRUJDQL]DWLRQ5HDFKRXW
to the leadership in the student organization to get a feel for the diversity level in the law school
and how supported diverse students are. A few questions to keep in mind to ask current law
students include:
² How supportive are faculty of the minority/diversity student organization and its
activities?
² Is there a faculty advisor, or do faculty informally support or attend student
organization sponsored activities?
² How often does the student organization meet, formally or informally? What kinds of
activities does it organize? Does it ever co-sponsor activities with other student
groups?
² Do minority students feel supported, or is a lack of organized activity due to lack of
time or interest?
² Does the school publicize its nondiscrimination policy?
You may also be able to look outside your chosen law school for support. There are tons of
diversity bar associations and organizations that can support you. A few that we partner with
include BlueprintJD, OBABL (On Being A Black Lawyer), NBLSA (National Black Law Students
Association), APALSA (Asian Pacific American Law Students Association), LLSA (Latino Law
Students Association), the National LGBT Bar Association, and, of course, NWLSO (National
Women Law Students Organization²a student arm of Ms. JD).
Having these questions answered will give you an idea of what the environment is like for
students at a specific school. Researching other organizations and even talking to their officers
FDQJLYH\RXRQHPRUHGDWDSRLQWLQ\RXUODZVFKRROGHFLVLRQSURFHVV)RUPDQ\VWXGHQWVLW¶V
important to find a strong community and network of both student and staff alike where students
can succeed and feel comfortable. Finding that support network of friends, colleagues, and
peers can only help to fulfill your academic, social, and career needs!
Law school can be hard. Studies and our own anecdotal experiences have shown that diverse
VWXGHQWVVRPHWLPHVIDFHXQLTXHFKDOOHQJHV2XUSRLQWLVWKDW\RXGRQ¶WKDYHWRVWUXJJOHZLWK
any particular frustrations alone! There are lots of tools and organizations out there to help you if
you choose to seek them out.
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,W¶VKDUGWREHOLHYHWKDWWLPHKDVSDVVHGVRTXLFNO\DQGWKDWZHVXGGHQO\ILQGRXUVHOYHVDWRXU
last chapter for this series. In the words of Leonard DiCaprio (a.k.a. Shakespeare), parting is
such sweet sorrow%XWZHFRXOGQ¶WOHDYHZLWKRXWVD\LQJJRRGE\HDQGOHDYLQJ\RXZLWKDIHZ
words of wisdom.
Over the past few chapters, we have taken you step-by-step through the process of becoming a
successful law school applicant. First, we provided tips and tricks on how to determine whether
or not law school is for you. The purpose of this information was not to scare or intimidate you,
but to inform and educate students at all graduate levels about the importance behind the
decision they are faced with making about their futures. Then we took you through the pieces of
the application, including the dreaded LSAT! Finally, we gave you some advice to ensure that
you had a strong foundation in place before kicking off your first year. These tips were just the
beginning. Although this is our last chapter, this is not our final farewell.
Law school, just like any other graduate program, is a big commitment²both of your time and
your finances. Keep in mind that while higher education may not always be fun, it will always be
worth it. The knowledge that you will gain will last you a lifetime. When you reach those bumps
in the road, you will have our support and a network of women and men to turn to who are
always cheering you on. Just think of how exciting it was when you got that first letter of
DFFHSWDQFH«ZKHQ\RXILUVWUHDOL]HGWKDW all of the pieces were falling into place and dreams
were coming true. In a couple of short years, you will be out there practicing in an area that you
love and pursuing your professional goals.
We want you to know that Ms. JD!will always be here for you as a resource to get you through
all of the highs and lows of law school and any other graduate profession your heart desires.
However, LWGRHVQ¶WVWRSWKHUHMs. JD will work hard to ensure you have support during, after,
and beyond law school. We want to help your climb the ladder (or the jungle gym, as Sheryl
Sandberg would say) of professional and personal success.
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So when you need help leaning in, a place to talk about your concerns, or just a new friend, stay
in touch! We invite you to tweet and email us at @msjdtweets, @CourtneyGabbara,
@SheehanBA, or gabbara@ms-jd.org! %XWGRQ¶WMXVWWKLQN\RXFDQRQO\UHDFKRXWZLWK
questions. Our hope is thDW\RXZLOOUHDFKRXWWRXVDERXW\RXUVXFFHVVHVDVZHOO:H¶UH
LQYHVWHGLQ\RXDQGNQRZWKDW\RXFDQGRLW2QZDUGDQGXSZDUGODGLHV/(7¶6'27+,6
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